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Circuit Rider  

Lansdale United Methodist Church 

Celebrating 140 Years:  1871 ~ 2011 

ñPraising God, Making Disciples, Serving Allò 

Advent Dinner &  

 Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 4,  6 - 8 P.M. 

    Celebrate Advent at the Annual Covered Dish 

Dinner. The festivities will begin with dinner. 

Families with the last names beginning with A 

through K please bring a dessert, L through Z a side 

dish. To ensure there is food for everyone, please 

prepare to serve eight people.   

    Following dinner, we will conclude the event with 

the "Hanging of the Greens" while singing Christmas 

carols. 

    Sign-up sheets are outside Stringer Auditorium. 

Come join in an evening of fun and fellowship. For 

info call Richelle Monti 215-256-0652. 

One Service at 10:00 A.M. 

Christmas Day and  

-ÌÞɯ8ÌÈÙɀÚɯ#Èàɯ 
  

Watch Night Communion Service 

Saturday, December 31st  
7 P.M. to 8 P.M. 

              ~ Christmas Eve Services ~ 
 

 7:00 P.M. ~ Childrenôs Pageant  

                     with Candlelight 
 

  9:00 P.M. ~ Christmas      

                    Candlelight Service 
 

11:00 P.M. ~ Christmas     

                    Candlelight Service 

"Bring a Friend" Sunday  
December 18th   

 

This time of the year many people are seeking the 

meaning of the Christmas season. Among them are 

those who have drifted away from their relationship 

with God, those who have left the church for whatever 

reason, and those searching for the truth who have 

never gone to church. As Christians prepare to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ, let us invite our 

friends and neighbors who are unchurched, who have 

wandered away, or who do not have that personal 

relationship with our Lord and Savior to join us on 

Sunday, Dec. 18th for our worship services. Many of 

our friends and neighbors may only need to be asked 

to join in the celebration of the most awesome event 

in the history of the world, the time that God, the 

Creator, became part of His creation. This is a form of 

evangelism we can all do. ñBring a Friendò to church 

on Sunday, December 18th and be blessed.  

Christmas Family Breakfast  
Saturday, December 10th,  9 A.M.  

The men will cook a delicious Breakfast  

including pancakes, sausages and beverages. 

Afterwards there will be games for the children, 

Christmas carols, and a visit from Santa. Cost by 

donation. Reservations are required. Sign up on the 

bulletin board by December 6th.  

To volunteer contact- Scott Dorn  

Christmas Caroling  
New Horizon Fellowship will be caroling to 

church members on Saturday, December 17th. We 

will meet at the church at 5:30 P.M. Everyone is 

welcome to join us. Sign up on bulletin board. 

The Christmas Choirs Concert   

Sunday, December 18th at 4:00 P.M.  see p.5 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Worship Services for December 
 

 

December 4th  - The Second Sunday of Advent - The Peace Candle - Communion Sunday 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8 

Meditation: ñPreparing the Wayò Pastor Max 

Hymns: #203 - Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

  #204 - Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

  #616 - Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast (Communion Hymn) 

  #626 - Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

  Various Praise Choruses - Praise Service 

 

December 11th  - The Third Sunday of Advent - The Joy Candle  
Scripture Readings: Micah 5:2, Luke 2:1-7 

Message: "Making Room For Jesus"  Pastor Max 

Hymns: #230 - O Little Town of Bethlehem 

  #217 - Away in a Manger 

             #219 - What Child Is This 

             Various Praise Choruses - Praise Service 

 

December 18th  - The Fourth Sunday of Advent - The Love Candle 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16, Luke 2:8-20 

Message: "Donôt Miss Christmas!"  Pastor Max 

Hymns: #220 - Angels from the Realms of Glory 

   #218 - It Came upon a Midnight Clear 

   #240 - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

  Various Praise Choruses - Praise Service 

 

December 25th  - Christmas Day  -- 10A.M. One Service 
Scripture Readings: Matthew 1:18-25 

Message: "Jesus Christ: A Living Miracle" Scott Dorn 

Hymns: #245 - The First Noel 

              #242 - Love Came Down at Christmas 

   #237 - Now We Sing of Christmas 

  

 

#ÖÕɀÛɯ,ÐÚÚɯÐÛɯ-  

       Join Us for DishCussions in January  
 

 Come and join us for food for the body and food for the soul.  

 Every Wednesday night in January (4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th) will we hold Dish-Cussions in Stringer.  

 Dinner starts at 6:30 P.M., so bring a covered dish.  

 Lessons and discussions begins at 7:00 P.M. Pastor Max will lead the topics (yet to be determined). 
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December 2011 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,   
 

 The story of the birth of Jesus the Christ is an 

incredibly beautiful story. In the fullness of time God 

sent His Son into the world. It was Godôs will that 

brought Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem in order to 

participate in the event that would change history and 

human hearts, the birth of Emmanuel, God With Us. 

There are thorns around this rose. 

 Sometimes we think that if we are in the will 

of God, everything will be a bed of roses and life will 

be without trial or difficulty. That was not the case for 

Joseph and Mary. Consider the following thoughts 

about the birth of Jesus. 

 Why didn't God work it out so the Tax was 

collected either before Joseph and Mary were married, 

or after the Baby was born?  He could have done that, 

couldn't He?  Having Mary, who was so pregnant that 

she just barely got to Bethlehem before she had the 

baby, and traveling by foot, camel, or donkey would 

not have been easy!  Surely God could have worked 

things out better than that! 

 The Baby was born in a manger because there 

was no room in the inn. Can you picture the young 

couple's frustration, after traveling that far, Mary is 

exhausted and ready to deliver, and they can not find 

any place comfortable to take her! It seems that God 

isn't making it easy for them, even though they are 

obeying the will of God for their lives. 

 Why were they forced to flee Bethlehem to 

Egypt because of the threat of King Herod? We can 

see the hand of God at work because He warned them 

of the danger so they could flee. But why didn't God 

just change the King's heart so they would not have to 

flee at all?  Especially since all the babies two years 

old and younger were killed by Herod's men after 

Mary and Joseph were gone. 

 The pains, the anxieties, the fears, and the 

uncertainties we experience and are experiencing  do 

not go away because itôs Christmas. God does not 

promise us that our journey here will always be an 

easy one. But God  promises to be with us as we take 

it! That is part of what the Christmas story tells me. 

Mary and Jesus did not have it easy and Jesus was 

born under difficult circumstances. In the midst of it 

all a Savior was born, Christ the Lord, God With Us. 

 Therefore, as you prepare this Advent season 

to celebrate birth of Christ, reflect on what you have 

been through or are going through in your life. Know 

that God is with you and has come to get you through 

it all and has prepared for you a place in glory. God 

bless. 

In His Love, 

Pastor Max 

     Our United Methodist Womenôs group will once again be 

displaying a Christmas Card outside the Sanctuary.  This is a 

wonderful way to wish our church family a very Merry Christmas 

and a Blessed New Year. 
 

We are asking that in lieu of postage for cards to LUMC members 

you consider making a donation to Mid-town Parish, our sister 

church.  The monies will be used for their Sanctuary Development 

Campaign. A special edition of their church newsletter will be on display near the 

card. Please help Mid-town Parish to continue faithfully serving their community. 
 

O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building You a house 

for Your holy name comes from Your hand and is all Your own.  

1 Chron. 29:16  
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December Blue Envelope  
The Blue Envelope for December has 

been designated for Pennsylvania Flood 

Victims.  Letôs think of these folks this 

Christmas.  Some may not be in their 

own homes and need our continued 

assistance through  help with the repair/replacement 

work, our financial aid, and especially our prayers.  

Winter, cold, and snow are coming.   There are still 

many homes in the Eastern PA Conference and 

Susquehanna Conference areas affected.   May our 

neighbors feel Godôs Love this Christmas by our 

actions and Love for them. 

 

Missions would like to thank the congregation for 

their support in November of United Methodist 

Camps and the Giving Tree contributions for 

Community Housing, Midtown Parish, Laurel House, 

and Methodist Services for children and families.   

We also thank you for purchasing potato filling 

for the holidays.  Profit earned helps support 

volunteers going on mission trips.  Reports from these 

events were not available at this time. 

Missions Work Area 
Mission Trip to Mehoopany, PA  

Report  by Barbara Hartmann                                                                                                                                                          

 

A group of fifteen volunteers from Carpenterôs 

Calling Mission Team (four from our church) were 

part of a mission trip to the Mehoopany/Fortston area 

in Wyoming County, PA. the last week of October.   

These small towns were greatly affected by 

Hurricane Irene and the tropical storm that followed a 

week later.  The Mehoopany Creek widened during 

the intense rain from 50ô to 760ô when sudden flash 

flooding occurred along the Mehoopany Creek,  

Susquehanna River and other streams in PA.  Homes 

were filled with water, foundations broken, personal 

and household items and appliances lost, and the 

spirits and hearts of those affected were left in shock 

and disbelief.   

Our team went to lift up those in need and worked 

on seven different houses.  Work included electrical, 

foundation, drywall/finishing, subflooring, cabinets 

installation, a wall/door replacement, etc., as well as 

the team feeding the families one night.  One family 

was staying in a summer cabin without heat and 

anxious to get back in their home to be warm.   

We were called by Christ to serve and gave hope 

and encouragement to those in need.   We were all 

truly blessed by the experience.  We thank the 

Mehoopany United Methodist Church and especially 

Pastor Jean Swett and their members for housing the 

team in their homes, and allowing our use of the 

church for preparing our meals.  

Others are in need in PA as well as in other 

neighboring states and New England.  It will take 

months to repair these thousands of homes.  

Carpenterôs Calling is exploring another trip in PA in 

April of 2012 with the entire team.    

For more information in serving on a Mission 

Team, contact Ed or Barb Hartmann at 

edbarbhart@comcast.net. 

       I want to thank everyone who purchased apple 

dumplings this year. And all those who helped to 

make them. Barb Hartmann, Arlene Lukens, Marlene 

Ney, Noel Fisher, Dottie Eckert, Jim Ney, Jim 

Newell, and Ed Hartmann. We could not have a 

successful project without all the help and support. 

      Even though there was a date change, it all 

worked out well. We made 241 dumplings, sold them 

all and the profit  was $775.50. 

      Thank you one and all. Look forward to next year. 

      Betty Starrett     

      Missions Work Area 

                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Acme Gift Certificates  
 

Ruth Frederick and Mickey 

Gerhart will be collecting for $10 

Acme grocery gift certificates after 

each service in December through 

Sunday the 18th. 
 

    Your gifts will serve the Visiting Nurses, 

Manna on Main Street, and Community Housing 

Services. 

 

 

 
Thank you to all the musicians who helped make the 140th Anniversary Celebration     

so successful!  Folks gave of their time and talent beyond the normal routines of the 

weekly worship services to create an exciting and worshipful experience for a very 

special celebration.   
  

Now, for the Advent and Christmas season, we are in another time of preparation and sharing of musical 

gifts ï all leading to the celebration of the birth of Christ.  These are truly awesome opportunities and 

responsibilities. 
 

The Christmas Choirs Concert  

Sunday, December 18th   at 4:00 P.M. in the sanctuary   
Featured will be our own Praise Team led by Eva Jennings in carols in contemporary and/or 

traditional settings.  We will be blessed with presentations by our Childrenôs Choir led by Deb Moses, 

and by the Cornerstone Choir led by Ed Roberts. 
 

A special highlight of the concert will be the performance of the Christmas Cantata ñNowell, 

Nowell, Emmanuelò by Gilbert Martin.  The Chancel Choir under the direction of Ed Roberts will be 

assisted by flutist, Cindy Matthews and accompanist, Ruth Rineer.  The Cantata celebrates the 

Christmas story as told in the familiar King James version with traditional carols and original  musical 

settings.  Refreshments will follow in Stringer. 
 

The 7:00 P.M.  Christmas Eve Service will feature the presentation of a Kidsô 

Christmas Musical, ñThe Great Gift Exchangeò about the saving gift of Jesus by our Childrenôs 

Choir under the direction of Ed Roberts assisted by Deb Moses. This spritely music and fast-paced narration 

will charm and inspire in our beautifully candlelit sanctuary. 
 

The Chancel Choir will provide additional Christmas music at the 9 and 11 P.M. 

services, and return Christmas morning at 10 A.M. for ñCelebrate the Childò an anthem urging 
all of us to ñGo Tell It On The Mountainò. 

 

Other anthems in December will include ñWhile Shepherds Watched Their Sheepò with Cornerstone 

Choir providing the ñechoò on Dec 4th; ñCarol of Joyò  on Dec 11th and the spiritual ñGoinô to Bethlehemòon 

the 18th.      

Poinsettias and  

     Christmas Needy Fund   
 

    Place your order for poinsettia plants in honor of 

or in memory of a loved one  

     - or -   
 

     Make a donation to our ñChristmas Needy 
Fundò (which will help needy families during the 

Christmas holidays)   
 

     by Sunday, December 11th.  

    Cost of poinsettia plants is $10 each. Order and 

donation forms are on the bulletin board. Please pay at 

time of order. Make checks payable to LUMC, write 

poinsettia or Needy Fund in memo section and place 

in mailbox B 7 in conference room. 
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Men:  Need a great idea for a Christmas 

present for that special lady in your life? 
How about giving her the gift of a weekend away at 

the LUMC Annual Womenôs Retreat?   

The Retreat ñYou are a G.E.M. (Godôs Exquisite 

Masterpiece) with Many Facets will be led by The 

Reverend Dorry Newcomer from  January 27 through 

29, 2012.  Who wouldnôt want a weekend away with 

no meals to cook or clean up; just a chance to relax, 

have some fun, spend some time with other GEMS, 

and grow spiritually?   

Contact Sandi DeLong at 215-699-7125 or at 

sandik416@msn.com for more information or to 

make the reservation.   

That special woman will thank you for giving her 

this unique gift! 

       *********  

No Prayer & Praise Breakfast in Dec.  
Ladies, due to the Christmas holidays, we shall 

not have the Prayer and Praise Breakfast this month.  I 

wish to thank all who have supported this endeavor.  

This year has had its blessings and trials for many of 

us, and I, for one, have been uplifted by the love and 

support of each woman who has attended.  I wish 

everyone a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and 

Healthy New Year and I look forward to seeing each 

and every one of you in 2012. Marlene Ney. 

Adult Dine -Around  
 

Our December 1st Dine-around will be held at 

11:30 A.M. at Huey's Restaurant, 839 W. Main 

Street, Lansdale (a few doors down from West Main 

Diner).  There is parking on Main Street, behind the 

restaurant, also in the "Discount House" parking lot 

and  in the West Main Diner parking lot.  
 

Please join us for lunch and afterwards at the 

church for fun and games.  There is a sign-up sheet 

across from Stringer Auditorium.   
 

Questions?  Call Marlene Ney at 215-822-8067.   

Our heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who was 

involved in the 33rd Turkey Dinner!  Whether it was 

making phone calls, selling tickets, cleaning before-

hand, setting-up tables/chairs, food prep, cooking, 

cleaning-up afterwards or simply enjoying the meal as 

a paying customer - we THANK YOU!  We don't 

have an exact figure as of this writing but Lansdale 

United Methodist Women will be able to pay their 

final Mission Budget Pledge to Central District and 

will also donate monies to various local mission 

areas.  One final thank you to people who called/

showed up without signing up to work.  Please know 

your help was greatly appreciated - we needed you! 
  

Marilyn and Mary 

Co-chairs Turkey Dinner 

 

FALL CARE PACKAGES MAILED!  
 

Your generosity has made possible the recent 

mailing of twenty-seven pre-Halloween Care 

Packages to as many LUMC college students and 

military.  Thank you!   
 

 The proposed deadline for our spring 2012 

mailing is Sunday, April 15.  Please note that date on 

your new calendars and begin thinking ahead to what 

we might include in those packages.  Meanwhile, 

thank you again for your generosity in giving.         
 

Ibby Turnipseed  

UMW Spiritual Growth-Mission Coordinator  

215-361-8118 

 
CROP WALK 

Thanks to all those who participated in the CROP 

Walk in October as both walkers and sponsors.  

Together we raised $1165 to alleviate hunger 

worldwide and locally.  Your contributions will make 

a difference in the lives of many.  Thank You! 

,ÌÕɀÚɯ!ÙÌÈÒÍÈÚÛɯ%ÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ɯ 

Sat. December 17th at 8A.M.  

in Stringer Auditorium    
All men from high school age and up are 

encouraged to attend.  Come out and enjoy breakfast 

on us.  The food is not bad at all.  We promise!  Any 

questions, please contact Conal Wright or Scott Dorn.  

Merry Christmas  
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Hello Pastor Max, 

  

  What a joy to be with you all on 

Sunday....it was a very well-

planned service in every way.  The 

music was exceptional.  I got out 

my Randall Thompson DVD when 

I got home and listened to 

"Alleluia" again.  I loved being 

with the children and the lovely 

prayer shawl and the gracious 

lunch....thank you so so much for 

your ministry among us.... 

  

Blessings, 

Bishop Peggy Johnson 

1st row, George and Betty Starrett 

2nd row, Harold and Dot Lightcap, Shirley and Jack Eyre, Cora Clemmer, Mickey Gerhart, Grace Bickelman 

3rd row, Carol Hagenbuch, Nancy Schmidt, Jane Bradford, Arleen Peyton, Marjorie Smith, Ruth Kashishian, 

Janet Blankenship, Ruth Frederick 

4th row, Lois Sibbach, Ida Scholl, Ruth and Jim Dietterich, Lucille and Bill Gray, Owen Rowland 

Fifty year + Members who attended our 140th Anniversary Worship Service  

Deacon Jane McCarthy, Pastor Max, Bishop Peggy Johnson 
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140th Anniversary Celebration  
 

A huge thank you is in order for everyone who helped in so many ways to make our 140th Anniversary a 

memorable event. 

From our custodianôs hour-long resetting of the church clocks to standard time to the volunteers shunting the 

tables to their storage under the stage in Stringer, our 140th Anniversary Day was a great event. For an event like this to 

flow smoothly it requires the effort and cooperation of more than a committee assigned to the task. 

The greeters at every door on Sunday morning, the helpers on Saturday night to set up the tables in Stringer 

Auditorium after the Turkey Dinner, those who helped to serve the luncheon and clean up afterward, the worship service 

participants, the shawl ministryðeveryone came together in love for Christ and each other. Our remembering the past 

gives us renewed determination to carry forward our mission into the future. 

A committee may plan an event, but it takes a congregation to pull it off. It is not too early to start planning for the 

150th Anniversary. Any volunteers? 
                                                                                    The Anniversary Planning Team 

 

Dear Pastor Max: 
 

 It is great news that you have our Bishop coming 

for the anniversary service on November 6.You were 

gracious to extend an invitation to us to be there too. 

 At age 90 I have become ñlocalizedò and do not 

get to opportunities except what is very local. 

 My pastorate at Lansdale was a wonderful and 

meaningful climax to my years in the pastorate. 

 You will have a great celebration on November 6 

and I will [be] in prayer for that day but now ñlocalized,ò I 

must miss the opportunity to come. I send ñsalutations of 

loveò to all for that day and its joyful celebration. Our love 

and beloved memories are with you always. 
 

Peace, 

Burns B. 

Thank you for inviting Mother (Margaret Harz)` to the 

celebration of 140 years as a congregation. I am sure she 

would love being there, but as many of you know, she is 

now confined to a wheel chair and very uncomfortable 

leaving St. Mary Manor. Mother is definitely a long time 

member of LUMC - it is the only church she ever attended 

and she is 92 years old --oops I mean 91 years-92 in 

January! 

For those people who visit Mother - thank you so 

much. She may not remember who you are, but she always 

enjoys visitors. 

Thank you again, 

Barbara Rodenbough 

Ed Harz 

  
Dear Max, Staff and Members: 

I just wanted to thank you again for including me in 

your 140th Anniversary celebration last Sunday. Thank you 

likewise for allowing me to stay for the lovely luncheon 

and for the gift of the beautiful scarf from your Prayer 

Shawl Team. What a blessing it is to be a part of a 

connectional church family.  

In Christ,  

Deacon Jane McCarthy 

Verna Colliver, Chair  

Liz Bonner   

Bill & Jana Cole                              

Glenn Colliver 

Todd Harper  

Kathy Jenkins 

Louise Lehman 

Arlene Lukens 

Marlene Ney 

Doris & Warren Shaedle 

Bob Snyder   

Brent Snyder 

 

850 W. North Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013 
 

Dear Pastor Jaouen, 

 Congratulations to you and the congregation of the 

Lansdale United Methodist Church as you celebrate the 

one hundred and fortieth year of ministry. 

 We regret that we will be unable to attend this 

event. In September 2009, Neal suffered a stroke. He spent 

nine months in a nursing home, returning home in June 

2010. He is in a wheelchair and unable to travel. 

  We do remember various events in the church 

during the years 1980-1984. There were worship services 

in the beautiful sanctuary with music from a talented choir. 

Many bible study groups were held, both at church and 

some at retreats as Pocono Plateau Camp. There was a 

ñLay Witness Missionò with guests from another town, 

speaking of their faith. The United Methodist women 

served a delicious turkey dinner, and used the profits to 

benefit missionary work. They also attended a large 

National Assembly of the UMW held in Philadelphiaða 

very inspiring event. A refugee family, mother, father, and 

two children in grade school came here after escaping 

communism in Hungary. Lansdale helped them to find a 

new home and life in ñfreeò USA. 

 A crowning event was designing needlepoint altar 

cushions for the communion service. They had biblical 

themes and were stitched by church members under the 

leadership of a needlework specialist. They became a 

beautiful part of the communion service. 

 We rejoice with all of you as you celebrate and 

wish you 140 years and more in service to Christ in the 

Lansdale Community. 
 

May God bless you, 
 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Neal D. Bachman 

Mrs. Helen A. Bachman 
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Easy Stocking Stuffer Idea  
UMW will be continuing to sell 

coupons for Wawa ñshortiò hoagie 

coupons.  The coupons are $4 and 

UMW receives $1 from each sale to 

help fulfill our mission budget.  The 

coupons are good at any Wawa location 

and have no expiration date.  We 

support many local as well global 

charities with the money we raise.   

Order forms are on the bulletin board outside of 

Stringer Auditorium.  Thank you for helping us help 

The United Methodist Women  

of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference  

of the United M ethodist Church present an  
  

ɁAnnual 200 Women in RÌËɂɯ 

Prayer Event 
 

    Please support the Annual Christmas Gift Drive 

for victims of domestic violence and the  ñPurple 

Patch Projectò.  A Purple Patch is an exceptionally 

good period in the midst of a bad experience. 
 

     Over 600 people (half of whom are children) find 

safety each year through Women Against Abuseôs 

emergency housing services. When women and 

children come to the WAA shelter, they usually come 

with very few personal belongings, having left their 

homes with almost nothing. These items are most 

needed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     All donations excluding cell phones should be new 

and unwrapped. 
 

    Women Against Abuse operates the only 

comprehensive program in Philadelphia whose sole 

purpose is to assist victims of domestic violence and 

their children. 
 

     Any questions about this project for Women 

Against Abuse, contact  Jeanyne James 215-878-6129  

(Conference Social Action Coordinator). 
 

     Please bring in items by Sunday, December 4th, 

so they can be taken to Philadelphia on December 

11th.  A box will be available for donations outside 

Stringer. 
 

      Reported by Arlene Lukens. 

* new coats  

     (women & children)  

* discarded or used cell phones 

* hats and scarves 

* wash cloths/towels 

* slippers  

*  pampers (all sizes) 

* pajamas (women & children) 

* laundry detergent 

* toiletries   

* gift cards (K-mart, Target,    

                             Walmart) 

* toys 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 

will meet Dec. 6th and 20th in 

the library from 1 to 3P.M. If 

you have any questions or 

know of someone who would  

be blessed by receiving a 

prayer shawl, call Patty 

Stemler at (267) 912-7364. 

 

Ladies:   

Did you know that you are a Gem?  

Intrigued?  I know I am. . . . Want to 

know more?  Good!  All you have to do is attend 

the Annual Womenôs Retreat January 27-29, 

2012, at Camp Innabah.  The Reverend Dorry 

Newcomer (past member of LUMC and current 

pastor of Rolling Hills United Methodist Church) 

will lead the retreat entitled:  ñYou are a G.E.M. 

(Godôs Exquisite Masterpiece) with Many 

Facetsò. We will discover and explore our many 

facets throughout the weekend expertly guided and 

blessed by Pastor Dorry. 
 

We will arrive just after dinner Friday night 

and depart Camp Innabah after the noon meal on 

Sunday.  The $80 cost will include five meals and 

lodging for two nights.  There will also be an 

additional cost for materials.  We are currently 

finalizing the details and will make them available 

as soon as possible. 
 

You may sign up on the bulletin board outside 

Stringer Auditorium and give your $25 deposit 

(cash or check payable to LUMW) to Sandi 

DeLong by December 18, 2011.  The balance will 

be due by January 8, 2012.  Please contact Sandi if 

you have financial difficulties or concerns.  All 

conversations are confidential.  We donôt want 

anyone kept away by financial issues!   
  

All are welcome!  Invite a friend, co-worker, 

neighbor, or relative!  It is an awesome weekend! 
 

      If you have any questions, please contact me.   

I look forward to another great retreat!! 
 

Sandi DeLong 

215-699-7125; sandik416@msn.com. 

Womenõs  Retreat 
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1935 Young Adult Ministry 
 

      Greetings friends! 
 

Who can believe that Christmas is only a few 

weeks away?  We had our share of turkey and 

stuffing, for now.  We welcome all our college 

students home, who are looking forward to a much 

needed rest.   

We invite you to get plugged into our Potluck 

Dinner/Bible study that meets once a month 

Sundays evenings at 5pm (in Dec. on the 11th). We 

do have babysitting.   

Saturday, Dec. 3rd, the 1935 group is venturing 

to Shady Maple in Lancaster for a breakfast 

smorgasbord that canôt be beat.  Then we will do a 

little shopping to work off a few pounds. We will 

meet at the church at 9:30am. It is an event you 

donôt want to miss!   

First Baptist is still hosting our VBS-Volleyball 

Bible Study and you are welcome to join them every 

other Thursday at 7:00pm.  Look for details on our 

website.   

If you want to connect with people your age and 

build lasting friendships, check out our 1935 fan 

page at www.facebook.com/1935YA as well as our 

events page at www.lansdale-umc.org. 

We have kicked off a new study in the Life 

Matters young adult series for the winter season.  

We look forward to informative discussions on 

Godôs word.   

Have a Merry Christmas! 

For any questions, insights or comments, please contact Scott 

Dorn at lumcyoungadult@verizon.net or call the church office 

at 215-855-8364 ext. 6. 

      Grace and Peace, 

      Scott Dorn 

JC KIDS  
 

JC KIDS (Jesus Christôs Kids) is Lansdale United 

Methodist Churchôs junior youth group for 3rd 

through 6th graders. We meet twice a month and 

enjoy playing games, learning about each other, 

having a lesson, and eating lunch with one another. 

Please feel free to come and invite your friends to join 

us this year.  Meet with me in the sanctuary at 11:15 

A.M. or at 11:45A.M. in Stringer on Dec. 4th, and 

Dec. 18th.  Our meetings end at 1:30 P.M. 
 

     In Christôs Love, 

     Nerissa Wright 

     Welcome December and the Christmas Season!   

In November the Youth began our annual ñDo What 

You Canò project.  As a reminder of what the 

program entails, the Youth are given $10 and the task 

is simple, do the best they can to help others with that 

$10.  Last year we: 
 

Donated to Haiti 

Donated to Manna on Main Street 

Donated to the ASPCA 

Donated clothes and sweaters and purchased 

items from the Giving Tree 
 

    This year, ask the Youth what theyôve donated to 

and how they intend to use their money.  The project 

started November 20th and will run through December 

11th.  We encourage the whole congregation to help 

us by doing your own ñDo What You Canò project. 
 

     The Youth activities for December are listed 

below: 
                                                                           

December 
 

4th - Youth Group @ 4PM to 5:30PM 

4th - Family Advent Dinner @ 6PM (Each family 

needs to sign up) 

11th - Eagles vs. Miami Dolphins @ Brent and 

Laurie's House (Souderton).  1PM to 4PM - 

Lunch will be provided - Please bring a snack 

and drink to share.  We'll watch the game and 

review the "Do What You Can..." project. 

18th - Christmas Concert @ 4PM - Meet in the 

Sanctuary to support our Youth Choir, 

Cornerstone and enjoy refreshments following 

the concert 

25th - No Youth Group - Merry Christmas! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

from the Snyders 

 

In His Love, 

 Brent, Laurie and Chase 

G.Y.M. 
God«s Youth in Motion 
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    Thanksgiving is such a wonderful holiday of 

family, food, and giving thanks.  But what a shame it 

only lasts one day.  Even before the day is over, stores 

are opening their doors for the mad, crazy rush of 

Christmas to start.  The thankfulness is forgotten, in 

the hectic race towards Christmas.  But letôs not forget 

that we can be thankful every month of the year. 
 

     Just a few weeks ago, we had a wonderful day 

in the life of Lansdale United Methodist Church.  We 

celebrated our 140th anniversary. 140 years!  WOW!   

Now that is something to be truly thankful for.  What 

a beautiful day it was.  The church pews were filled,  

the choir sang like angels, and we had a very special 

guest join us!   Bishop Peggy Johnson came to be a 

part of our celebration. 
 

    Bishop Johnson had a special time with the 

children in the Sunday School classes.  The children 

really enjoyed learning about her staff, and what it 

symbolized.  The staff has three red lines that run 

down the center of it.  These symbolize the Father, 

Son and Holy Ghost.  The red is for the blood of 

Christ.  The staff is used by shepherds to keep their 

sheep safe by their sides.  Jesus wants to keep us safe 

by his side too.  The hook of the staff curves outward.  

Jesus reaches out to you and the world to spread the 

gospel.  What a meaningful message the staff 

represents.  Bishop Johnson ended her time with the 

children by giving them candy canes with the 

instruction to always remember Jesus as our shepherd, 

when we eat a candy cane.  That was a big hit, of 

course!  This reminded me of a poem I once read by 

an 11 year old child named Victoria.  It summarized 

everything the Bishop told us.  Let me share it with 

you: 
                                 

 ñLook at a CANDY CANE, what do you see? 

  Stripes that are RED like the Blood Shed for me! 

  WHITE for my Savior, whoôs sinless and pure! 

 ñJò is for JESUS, My Lord thatôs for sure! 

  Turn it around, And a staff you will seeé 

  Jesus, my SHEPHERD, Is coming for me!ò 
 

As we enter this very special season of Christmas, 

let us remember Victoriaôs words that Jesus is indeed 

our shepherd and he came for you and me! 
 

     In Godôs Love, 

     Liz Bonner-Education Director 
 

  

Bright  

         Beginnings  
 

Welcome to December.  It is such a magical 

time of year for children of all ages.  Our children, 

here at Bright Beginnings are very excited!  It is 

such a busy time for the children and their families.  

It gets really busy here at school too!  Christmas 

trees appear and the rooms come to life with 

Christmas cheer.  Bright Beginnings is very 

blessed to be a Christian Nursery School.  Sharing 

the Christmas story and learning about Jesus is 

very much a part of our program. 
 

On Monday, December 19th, the A.M. Pre-K 

and A.M. 4 Yr. Old Class will be going to sing at 

the N.P. Adult Senior Center.  The children have 

been learning some wonderful Christmas songs 

with Miss Judy.  The seniors at the center just light 

up when the children enter the room.  Iôm sure it 

brings back many happy memories for them. It will 

definitely be a lot of fun. 
 

We will be having Christmas parties on the last 

day of class before the break.  What a fun day that 

is.  We have music, play games, and have lots of 

yummy food that the parents provide for the 

special occasion.  Santa even comes to visit during 

that last week.  The children love to tell him what 

is most important on their list. 
 

Bright Beginnings closes over the winter break 

and reopens on Jan 2nd with our annual Pajama-

New Yearôs Party.  What a fun way to start a new 

year! 
 

All of us here at Bright Beginnings want to 

wish you a wonderful, magical and blessed 

Christmas.  Let us always remember that ñJesus is 

the reason for the Season!ò 
 

     God Bless, 

     Liz Bonner 

Wesleyan Class 
 

The Wesleyan Class continues an Advent Series 

based on Christmas is Not Your Birthday, led by 

class members . 
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 No  Recycling  

in December  
 

 

If you have a request for the Prayer Chain,  

please call Joanne Jacoby at 215-822-3157.  

12/8 Ed & Luann Ingramééééé...37th 

12/9 Kim & Joseph Valinsky ééé.é.5th 

12/11 Scott & Maureen Lawsonééé..29th 

12/15 Tom & Linda Joneséééé.é...10th 

12/20 Joe & Sandy Millmanééé..é..53rd 

12/20 John & Carol Scheetzééé.é....25th 

12/23 Shirley & Skip Bradleyéé.éé22nd 

12/23 Pete & Linda Clellandé.ééé...49th 

12/28 Stewart & Vernice Williamséé..26th 

12/1 John Feusner 

12/2 Hayes Croushore 

12/3 Clifford Lukens 

12/4 David Gerhart 

 Matthew Gibbs 

12/5 Brian Dickel 

 Linda Jones 

 Barbara Siegfried 

 Rachel Yard 

12/6 Wendy Clemmer 

 John Scheetz 

12/7 Neil Hagenbuch 

 Tedeum Mensah 

 Xazlee Smith 

12/8 David Edwards 

 Rebecca Richardson 

12/9 Walt Bingham 

12/10 Alexandria Oltmann 

12/12 Jeffrey Oughton 

12/13 Marjie Crozier 

 Siddalee Styers 

12/16 Haley Harper 

 Owen Kennedy 

12/17 Carol Hagenbuch 

12/19 Charlee Shaw 

12/20 Nerissa Wright 

12/24 Andrew Semicek 

12/25 Merrill Alderfer  

 Megan McLaughlin 

 Bonnie Miller 

12/26 Cora Clemmer 

 Kathy Jenkins 

12/28 Becky Litke 

12/29 Vera Becker 

 Marguerite Brown 

 Michael Cliver 

 Brittany Wylie 

12/31 Lynn Whitman 

    Many thanks to Pastor Walt for staying in 

touch with me during my surgery. Also, his visit 

was very much appreciated and uplifting. 

     Ida M. Kitz 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

    Thank you for the flowers from church and the 

person who delivered them. I enjoyed them. 

    Marie Goodyear 

LUMC, 

    Thanks to all for the beautiful flowers and also 

to Marilyn for delivering them to us. 

    Thanks again, 

    The Lightcaps  

Dear Folks, 

    Many thanks for the beautiful fall arrangement 

that was sent to me. Also a thank you to Merrill 

for bringing it.  

    Sincerely,  

    Edith Heffelfinger 

Can You Help? 
 

After serving as altar flower coordinator for 

five years Mickey Gerhart is stepping down. We 

thank her for the splendid job she has done.   
 

We are now in need of 

someone to take over this 

position. 
 

  Please contact Mickey or the 

church office if you are 

interested in volunteering to 

coordinate our altar flowers.  


